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Agenda 

Attendance 

– Attendance: Barry Peden, Luke Pascot, Brendan Leo, Mike Curley 

– Apologies:, Craig Morris, Anthony Mallon, Mark Beale, Kurt Baumgart 

 
Items 

 

1. Weather – Rainfall, Wind 

2. Air Quality –  Residential 

3. Water Quality- Harbour Discharges 

4. 2017/2018 Annual Return Summary 

5. Environmental Improvements/Initiatives 

6. Site Inspection – New Equipment 

7. General business 

8. Actions 
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Rainfall 

•



PKCT:  A valued link in the 

global coal supply chain 

Wind – April 2019 

• Wind results 

measured at 

Northern dust 

gauge at SWTP 

April 2019. 

 

• Mixture of wind 

directions. Most and 

strongest from the 

South West 

followed by West 

 

• 1m/sec = 3.6km/h 
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Dust Gauge Locations 
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Depositional Dust - Residential 

Since last meeting, the three residential dust 

gauges were all below EPA 12 month rolling 

average Air Quality Criteria for Insoluble Solids and 

Combustible Matter. 

 

• Nb criteria below is an annual average. Data 

presented in graphs to left is monthly actuals. 

 

• 12 month rolling average Insoluble Solids* 

• Ross St (Links) – 1.2 g/m² month 

• Church St  – 1.0 g/m² month 

• Vikings Oval  – 1.1 g/m² month 
 

• 12 month rolling average Combustible Matter* 

• Ross St (Links) – 0.4 g/m² month 

• Church St  – 0.4 g/m² month 

• Vikings Oval  – 0.5 g/m² month 

 
 

*April 2018 to March 2019 
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Water Quality – LDP16 Discharge 

 

• Oil and grease remains at 100% compliant 

• TSS – 99% compliant,  

• pH – Monitoring and reporting only 

• Almost 4 years since last LDP16 Exceedance 
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Formal Warning for LDP16 Non-

Compliance 

• The discharge occurred on the 15th following a significant, high intensity, short duration rainfall event on the 

evening of the 14th March. At this time, between 5pm and 6pm, PKCT received 33.2mm of rainfall on our 

site. Based on our catchment size, this equates to  approximately 21.5 megalitres of water within an hour.  

•   

• On the 15th March, a sample of TSS 84mg/L (limit 50mg/L) was recorded at our discharge point. This 

sample was a one day exceedance and the  following discharges on  16th, 17th, 18th and 19th were 12, 13, 

12, 12mg/L respectively.  

  

• This is the first exceedance at our discharge point since May 2015. 

  

• We have reviewed the incident internally and also with the assistance of our doing system experts Nalco 

have found no malfunctions in the operation of the dosing system across the storm event.  

 

• While the investigation identified that the main dosing system faulted during the event, the backup system 

immediately turned on and functioned across the rest of the storm event as per the design of the system. 

Follow up testing of the water chemistry and dosing rates of the main ad backup system verified the 

effectiveness of the system after the event. 

 

• The investigation has not found any definitive causes for the exceedance on this day. A possible 

explanation of the high TSS levels may be a first flush of clays through the catchment network during the 

rain event. Clays are not effectively removed from the water by PKCT’s existing dosing system and have 

been found to be associated with ROM coal from certain PKCT suppliers in the past. The intensity of the 

rainfall on this day may have dislodged clays from areas of the plant that have not been flushed for some 

time. 
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EPA Notification and Response 

•  As required under our licence, PKCT notified the EPA of the exceedance once the sample results were 

received. The EPA requested some rainfall data, additional sample results for the following days and a 

report compiled by our dosing system experts Nalco. This was supplied and following their review, PKCT 

received a Formal Warning from the EPA via letter dated 12 April 2019.  

 

Formal Warning for LDP16 Non-

Compliance 

What next? 

•  The EPA is not proposing to take enforcement action on this 

occasion for this event. 

 

• PKCT is progressing installation of a coagulant dosing system 

at our Northern Pond. 
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Recent Environmental 

Initiatives/Site Improvements 

•

•

•
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Pond Sediment Markers 

installed 
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Proposed Gas Plant 

• There has been a proposal put forward to build a floating LNG 

plant at PKCT’s southern Berth 101 from Australian Industrial 

Energy (AIE). 

• The proposal has recently been given development consent, 

which paves way for the company to finalise contract 

negotiations with industrial customers. 

• Final investment decision by consortium expected mid-2019 

• First gas could be delivered to NSW industry by late 2020.  

• Kylie Hargreaves from AIE can be contacted for information on 

the proposal; 

 Ph. 0438 451 652 

 Kylie.hargreaves@ausindenergy.com 
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General Business 

• Contact details 

 
Name Phone Email 

Luke Pascot 0419657929 Luke.pascot@pkct.com.au 

Mark Beale 0408424349 Mark.beale@pkct.com.au 

Barry Peden 0407299364 b.peden@bigpond.net.au 

Craig Morris 0416219118 Craig.morris@programmed.com.au 

Anthony Mallon a.j.mallon@gmail.com 

Brendan Leo 0400919875 brendanleo@hotmail.com 
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Date 

Raised 

Action Description Actio

n By 

Action Status Date Closed 

22/05/19 Request PKCT/ Security to open 

gates on seawall road at first 

light. 

LP 
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Actions Tracking 

Date 

Raised 

Action Description Actio

n By 

Action Status Date Closed 

1211-1 Provide further information on 

breakdown  of “black dust” and 

various dust sources.  

AC Will seek further information through this 

next round of testing. 

Program ongoing, data being shared with 

CCC. 

15/05/2019 

8/3/17 Community group would like 

emails notifying them whenever 

the Seawall Road is closed. 

 

LP Addressed, PKCT procedure has been 

updated.  LP will be notified internally 

through email of any planned closures. 

LP will email CCC group. 

07/06/2017 

8/3/17 Group requested to look at 

opening times of the Seawall 

Road gate as it seems to now be 

at 7:00am rather than 5am. 

Opening early would minimise 

likelihood of cars parking on 

main access road. 

LP Complete.  25/10/2017 

8/3/17 Lock 2nd gate at Seawall Road 

rather than first gate.  

LP Complete. Planners are aware of 

requirement and will as much as possible 

close second gate. Sometimes there is an 

operational need to close first gate. 

06/07/2017 

8/3/17 Group asked if PKCT had looked 

into Naturally Occurring 

Radioactive Materials (NORMS) 

in coal fines. 

LP Complete – LP raised topic at CoP 

meeting in Mackay recently with other 

east coast coal terminals. No one had any 

concerns or community/regulator 

interactions related to NORMs. 

21/09/2017 
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1612 - 

15 

Confirm with group whether 4pm 

meeting times remain the most practical. 

LP Group confirmed 

that 4pm is still ok. 

8/3/17 

8/3/17 

 

1606 - 

14 

PKCT to undertake dust collection and 

analysis on dust from Barry’s veranda if 

possible. 

AC Meeting at Links, 

PKCT to send off 

secondary dust 

gauge samples for 

analysis at CSIRO. 

Samples were 

subsequently 

collected and are 

now with CSIRO 

for analysis. 

Results expected 

early April 2017. 

8/3/16 
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Completed Actions 
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Completed Actions 


